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DANIEL CARLIN, GLENN DICTEROW, KENNETH FOSTER, AND PETER 
WEBSTER JOIN THE FACULTY OF THE USC THORNTON SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

 
Daniel Carlin is former chair of film scoring at Berklee College of Music;  

Glenn Dicterow, concertmaster of the New York Philharmonic;  
Kenneth Foster, executive director of the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts; 

Peter Webster, professor emeritus at Northwestern University and music education specialist 
 
LOS ANGELES (October 29, 2012) – The University of Southern California’s Thornton School 
of Music is honored to welcome celebrated and diverse new faculty.  Ranging from center stage 
performers to behind the scenes game changers, Thornton’s new faculty are an accomplished 
group.  Among many new faces, the highlights include Daniel Carlin, former executive director 
of the Henry Mancini Institute and chair of film scoring at the Berklee College of Music; Glenn 
Dicterow, concertmaster of the New York Philharmonic; Kenneth Foster, executive director of 
San Francisco’s Yerba Buena Center for the Arts; and Peter Webster, director of the PhD 
program in Music Education at Northwestern University’s Bienen School of Music. 
 
“We are delighted to welcome our new faculty to USC,” said Robert Cutietta, Dean of the USC 
Thornton School of Music.  “This extremely talented group adds to an already stellar list of 
individuals who are both distinguished musicians as well as dedicated and inspiring teachers.” 
 
Daniel Carlin, the new director of Thornton’s Scoring for Motion Pictures and Television 
(SMPTV) program, has worked as an Emmy-winning music editor, music director, music 
supervisor, and soundtrack producer on well over 100 films and television projects.  For 25 
years, he was the CEO of Segue Music, the industry’s largest and most successful provider of 
on-set and post-production music services.  He is the former executive director of the Henry 
Mancini Institute and chair of film scoring at the Berklee College of Music. 
 
After 32 years as concertmaster of the New York Philharmonic, Glenn Dicterow returns home 
with this new appointment.  A native of Los Angeles, he made his debut with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at age 11, where his father served in the violin section for more than 50 years. As a 
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teenager, Dicterow studied with legendary violinist and USC faculty member Jascha Heifetz. 
Prior to joining the New York Philharmonic, Dicterow served as associate concertmaster and 
concertmaster of the Los Angeles Philharmonic.   
 
Beginning in the Fall 2013, Dicterow will become the first holder of the Robert Mann Chair in 
Strings and Chamber Music, a recently established position honoring the life and work of Robert 
Mann, founder and first violinist of the Juilliard String Quartet. Endowed by Alfred Mann to 
celebrate the musical accomplishments of his brother, Dicterow’s formal nomination resulted 
from a two-year international search to find the perfect person to both complement the faculty at 
USC and to honor Mann. 
 
“Glenn Dicterow will undoubtedly make an invaluable contribution to the legacy of our 
department,” said Midori Goto, holder of the Jascha Heifetz Chair in Violin and Chair of the 
Strings department at Thornton.  “He has had an illustrious career, and his expertise will benefit 
both our students and the entire community.” 
 
Kenneth Foster, the executive director of the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA) since 
October 2003, will lead a new graduate program in arts leadership at USC.  A celebrated 
contemporary arts center in San Francisco, the YBCA features visual art, performance, and 
film/video from local to international artists.   
 
“Ken Foster’s incredible work at YBCA brought him to our attention,” Cutietta said. “The 
innovative programs he launched and his forward-looking vision make him a perfect person to 
head our new arts leadership program.” 
 
A renowned specialist in music education and music technology, Peter Webster will join 
Thornton’s music education faculty in the Fall 2013 as a scholar in residence in Music 
Education.  Professor Emeritus at Northwestern University’s Bienen School of Music and the 
director of the PhD Program in Music Education, Webster is a national leader in music 
education. 
 
“Peter Webster is an acknowledged leader in the area of technology in music education and 
musical creativity in children,” Dean Cutietta said. “He will add to our strength in the area of 
creativity that assistant professor Beatriz Ilari is pursuing with Thornton’s new partnership with 
USC’s Brain and Creativity Institute, founded by Hanna and Antonio Damasio.” 
 
Carlin and Foster began teaching at Thornton this fall.  Dicterow and Webster will join the 
Thornton faculty in Fall 2013.  Foster will remain at YBCA through May 2012.  Dicterow will 
continue as the New York Philharmonic's concertmaster through the 2013-2014 season, and will 
make several trips to Thornton during the 2012-13 school year to teach masterclasses.  Webster 
will remain at Northwestern through the 2012-2013 school year. 
 
For more information on these faculty, please go to: www.usc.edu/music. 
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