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DRUMMER IGNACIO BERROA JOINS THE USC THORNTON JAZZ ORCHESTRA 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF BOB MINTZER  
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2012 AT 7:30PM 

 
Concert takes place at the Carson Television Center on the University Park Campus 

 
(Los Angeles, CA) - Drummer Ignacio Berroa, known for his expertise and genius in combining 
the world of Afro-Cuban music with the sounds of big band and jazz, makes his second trip to 
the USC Thornton School of Music to work and perform with USC Thornton students, giving 
students a unique opportunity to work and learn from a legendary artist first-hand. Berroa, a 
member of Dizzy Gillespie’s band for the last 10 years of Gillespie’s life, performs with the USC 
Thornton Jazz Orchestra, under the direction of another jazz great and USC faculty member Bob 
Mintzer, on Monday, October 8 at 7:30PM. Bob Mintzer is the Chair of the Jazz Studies 
department, Professor of Jazz, and Bowen H. “Buzz” and Barbara M. McCoy Endowed Chair in 
Jazz at USC Thorton. The concert features varied tunes covering the genres of big band and jazz 
with Berroa’s Afro-Cuban roots, promising an exciting concert experience. This concert is free 
and open to the public and takes place at the Carson Television Center on the University Park 
Campus at USC.  
 
Jazz great Dizzy Gillespie defined Berroa as “… the only Latin drummer in the world in the 
history of American music that intimately knows both worlds: his native Afro-Cuban music as 
well as Jazz….” Berroa brings this knowledge to the students and the performance, “For me, it's 
a great experience to share my knowledge with the students. I am looking forward to this 
experience and to have the opportunity to join the stage with a great musician like Bob Mintzer, 
someone I have known and worked with for many years.” Mintzer says the concert will include a 
“very interesting mix of styles - traditional jazz with Afro-Carribean stuff: Cuban meets the 
blues.” Featured tunes for the concert performance include Count Basie’s "Splanky”, a Cuban 
cha-cha called "AGA-BIBI", and the Lennie Niehaus version of Count Basie’s "Cute". 
 
“When I was 12 years old, I fell in love with jazz. I was born and raised in Cuba and was 26 
when I came to the U.S. to follow jazz, the music of my passion. I left Cuba in 1980 because of 
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the political situation and because I came looking for freedom. Yet, if Cuba had been a free 
country, I still would have come to the U.S. since I always wanted to be a jazz drummer. A year 
after my arrival, I became the drummer of one of the American icons, Dizzy Gillespie and 
realized my dream,” states Berroa. “I would love all music students to go to the concert, even 
classical students, because my musical training was classical and it is important for classical 
musicians to go and learn from popular and jazz musicians through attending the concert and 
masterclass. That would be terrific!”  
 
Bob Mintzer and Ignacio Berroa will also perform together as part of a quartet with Alan Pasqua 
and Darek Oles at two at local jazz venues during the week of his stay at USC Thornton: Rosalie 
and Alvas in San Pedro, CA (October 5, 2012) and Vitello’s in Studio City, CA (October 6, 
2012).  
 
### 
 
CALENDAR DETAILS: 
USC Thornton Jazz Orchestra 
Bob Mintzer, Director 
Ignacio Berroa, special guest drummer 
Carson Television Center 
USC University Park Campus 
Monday, October 8, 2012, 7:30PM 
 
TICKETS & INFO:  
(213) 740-4672 
www.uscticketoffice.com 
Tickets are free for this performance.  

Ignacio Berroa has been recognized by many as one of the greatest drummers of our times. He 
was honored by inclusion in the 2011 Modern Drummer Magazine and Blue Note Records Mp3 
entitled “Jazz Drumming Legends”.  Jazz Legend Dizzy Gillespie best defined Ignacio as: “… 
the only Latin drummer in the world in the history of American music that intimately knows both 
worlds: his native Afro Cuban music as well as Jazz…” His first album as a leader, “Codes”, 
released under Blue Note Records, was nominated for a Grammy in 2007. “Codes” also won a 
Danish Music Award in 2007 as best International Jazz Album. Ignacio has recorded and played 
with musicians of the stature of:  McCoy Tyner, Chick Corea, Wynton Marsalis, Freddie 
Hubbard, Clark Terry, Jackie McLean, Jimmy Heath, James Moody, Michael Brecker, Milt 
Jackson, Jaco Pastorius, Ron Carter, Charlie Haden, Tito Puente, Lalo Schifrin and Gonzalo 
Rubalcaba, just to name a few. He made his mark with the instructional video: Mastering the Art 
of Afro – Cuban Drumming as well as the books: Groovin’ in Clave and A New Way of 
Groovin’. As an educator Ignacio has conducted clinics and master classes all over the world. 

USC Thornton Jazz Orchestra  
Directed by Bob Mintzer, this ensemble concentrates on the hard swinging style of the classic 
big bands. The flagship of the jazz studies department, the ensemble performs worldwide at jazz 
festivals, as well as for marquee television and live performing arts events. 

Bob Mintzer 
In the jazz world, Bob Mintzer is a household name, usually associated with being a saxophonist, 
bass clarinetist, composer, arranger, leader of a Grammy winning big band, member of the 
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Yellowjackets and educator. Bob has written over 200 big band arrangements spanning a 34-year 
career, many of which are performed all over the world by both student and pro bands. His own 
big band has been nominated for four Grammy awards and won a Grammy for best large jazz 
ensemble recording in 2001 with Homage to Count Basie on the DMP label. Bob has recorded 
26 solo recordings with both big band and small jazz ensembles. He is an 18-year member of the 
Grammy award winning band Yellowjackets, and has recorded 12 CDs with them. Bob tours 
four months out of the year with the Yellowjackets. Bob has published four jazz etude books 
(Belwin Jazz), a solo transcription book (Belwin Jazz), a saxophone method book (Kendor 
Music), four saxophone quartets (Kendor Music), close to 200 big band arrangements (Kendor 
Music, Belwin Jazz) and has composed several pieces for orchestra. His "Rhythm of the 
Americas" piece for sax quartet and orchestra (or concert band) was premiered in 2001 by the 
American Saxophone Quartet and the National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington D.C. His "Concertino for Tenor Saxophone, Strings and Winds" was premiered in 
NYC by the St. Luke's Chamber Ensemble in 1992. 

Bob has had a diverse career as a freelance musician in New York City. He has recorded 
with people such as Steve Winwood, James Taylor, Aretha Franklin and Queen. He's toured with 
Buddy Rich, Thad Jones, Mel Lewis, Jaco Pastorius, Tito Puente and Eddie Palmieri. He's also 
worked with the New York Philharmonic and America Ballet Theatre. Bob has been on the 
faculty of Manhattan School of Music. Annually, he performs 20 workshops at 
universities across the globe.  

 
About the USC Thornton School of Music: 
 
The USC Thornton School of Music brings together a stellar faculty chosen from a broad 
spectrum of the music profession and gifted students from around the globe. Founded in 1884 
and today the oldest continually operating cultural institution in Los Angeles, the Thornton 
School consistently ranks among the nation’s top music schools and conservatories. 
 
By blending the rigors of a traditional conservatory-style education with the benefits of a leading 
research university, USC Thornton offers an impressive range of performance opportunities and 
a curriculum designed to prepare students for successful careers in the 21st century. The 
Thornton School presents more than 500 concerts each year and is the only music school with a 
weekly radio broadcast in a major media market featuring student performances. 
 
Located in the heart of Los Angeles, USC Thornton offers students every advantage of studying, 
performing, and networking in the world’s most vibrant music industry hub. Every week, our 
students engage with leading professionals in all aspects of the music, recording, and 
entertainment industries, including the Los Angeles Philharmonic, LA Opera, Los Angeles 
Master Chorale, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, the Grammy Foundation®, and The 
Recording Academy®. Our students also are a constant presence in local classrooms, reaching 
out to the next generation of musicians. For more information please visit www.usc.edu/music or 
call (213) 740-3233. 
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