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USC Thornton Percussion Ensemble Celebrates John Cage Centenary in a concert 
featuring his major works for percussion  
Monday, November 12, 2012 at 7:30PM 

 
Ensemble led by Thornton faculty member and Principal Timpanist of the  

Los Angeles Philharmonic Joseph Pereira 
 
(Los Angeles, CA) – In the continued celebration of legendary Los Angeles native John Cage ‘s 
Centenary, the USC Thornton School of Music presents a special concert of Cage’s music for 
percussion ensemble. Los Angeles Philharmonic Principal Timpanist Joseph Pereira, and USC 
faculty member, leads the ensemble through a concert journey exploring, in Pereira’s words, 
“some of the most important music percussionists have.” The concert takes place on Monday, 
Nov. 12, 2012 at 7:30PM in Alfred Newman Recital Hall on the USC campus.  
 
John Cage was not only a Los Angeles native; he was also a former student at USC in the 1930s 
studying with composer Arnold Schoenberg. Schoenberg once said of Cage, "Of course he's not 
a composer, but he's an inventor—of genius." Cage is known for his works using found objects 
including Living Room Music, which asks performers to find and use objects found in ones living 
room as instruments.  Pereira states, “For me, Cage’s music for percussion captures the essence 
of what we do because of the indeterminate and found object aspect of dealing with sound. For 
percussion, it all goes together. For example, no two cymbals are the same and you have to find 
the right sound and instrument for the proper character of the piece. Cage’s music is always 
about discovering and rediscovering sound.” 
 
The program features John Cage’s First, Second and Third Constructions, all written between 
1939 and 1942, with Joseph Pereira as conductor for First Construction. All scored for 
unorthodox percussion instruments, these pieces were written while Cage was touring the West 
Coast with a percussion ensemble he founded with fellow composer Lou Harrison. Other 
featured works include Living Room Music (1940) one of Cage’s most popular works Credo in 
Us (1942), Imaginary Landscape No. 2 (1942) and But What About the Noise of Crumpling 
Paper? (1985).  
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When asked about what makes Cage’s music so inspiring, Pereira says “the unexpected outcome 
of what happens with the music and how it can be different every time. The sense of time is 
different at every performance capturing non-linear time and space.” This concert celebration is 
free and open to the public.  
 
 

### 
 
 
Editors, Please Note: 
 
Calendar Listing 
 
WHAT:  
John Cage Centenary Celebration 
USC Thornton Percussion Ensemble 
Joseph Pereira, conductor 
 
WHEN:  
Monday, November 12, 2012, 7:30PM  
 
WHERE:  
USC Thornton School of Music 
Alfred Newman Recital Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90089 
(located on the USC campus in downtown L.A.; ample parking is available) 
 
TICKETS & INFO:  
(213) 740-4672 
www.uscticketoffice.com 
Tickets are free for this performance.  
 

### 
 
USC Thornton Percussion Ensemble  
Utilizing a wide range of percussion instruments, from the standard to the exotic, the USC 
Thornton Percussion Ensemble, directed by Joseph Pereira, presents a diverse range of musical 
styles. The group has premiered many new works and has had music composed specifically for it 
by artists such as Mark Applebaum, Michael Abels, Frederick Lesemann and Erica Muhl. 
 
In 2007, Joseph Pereira was appointed Principal Timpanist of the Los Angeles Philharmonic by 
Esa Pekka Salonen.  Previously he was the Assistant Principal Timpanist/Section Percussionist 
of the New York Philharmonic, from January 1998 to September 2008.  He currently runs the 
percussion department at USC’s Thornton School of music while also teaching at The Juilliard 
School, where he’s been on faculty since 2005.  Pereira received his master’s degree in 
percussion from The Juilliard School and a double bachelor’s degree in performance and 
composition/theory from Boston University. 
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As a composer Joseph Pereira’s most recent commission, from the Miro Quartet and 
percussionist Colin Currie, is to be premiered this season on their US tour. 
This past season, the Los Angeles Philharmonic premiered his percussion concerto for soloist 
Colin Currie.  Leading up to the premiere, the LA Times featured this work in an article about 
Pereira’s works as a composer. Pereira will perform the work again this season with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic and Gustavo Dudamel in Los Angeles and in London at the Barbican.  
Also this past season, the LA Phil members premiered his new piece for amplified double bass 
quartet as part of their chamber series.  Pereira’s “Violin Partita” was just released by Yarlung 
Records and is being submitted for a Grammy nomination.  In the summer of 2010, he conducted 
the premiere of his new piece for seven percussionists at The Music Academy of the West in 
Santa Barbara. In 2007, his first orchestral piece, Mask, was selected by the American 
Composers Orchestra’s annual new music readings for top emerging composers.  At the New 
York Philharmonic, he conducted the premiere of his Quintet for Winds in 2005 on the Chamber 
Ensembles series at Merkin Concert Hall.  In 2006, Chief music critic Anthony Tommasini 
featured Pereira’s work as a composer and percussionist in The New York Times.  
 
 
About the USC Thornton School of Music 
 
The USC Thornton School of Music brings together a stellar faculty chosen from a broad 
spectrum of the music profession and gifted students from around the globe. Founded in 1884 
and today the oldest continually operating cultural institution in Los Angeles, the Thornton 
School consistently ranks among the nation’s top music schools and conservatories. 
 
By blending the rigors of a traditional conservatory-style education with the benefits of a leading 
research university, USC Thornton offers an impressive range of performance opportunities and 
a curriculum designed to prepare students for successful careers in the 21st century. The 
Thornton School presents more than 500 concerts each year and is the only music school with a 
weekly radio broadcast in a major media market featuring student performances. 
 
Located in the heart of Los Angeles, USC Thornton offers students every advantage of studying, 
performing, and networking in the world’s most vibrant music industry hub. Every week, our 
students engage with leading professionals in all aspects of the music, recording, and 
entertainment industries, including the Los Angeles Philharmonic, LA Opera, Los Angeles 
Master Chorale, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, the Grammy Foundation®, and The Recording 
Academy®. Our students also are a constant presence in local classrooms, reaching out to the 
next generation of musicians.  More at usc.edu/music, or call (213) 740-3233. 
 
 


