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USC ARTS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM, IN COLLABORATION WITH VISIONS 

AND VOICES, HOSTS LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM 
 

The USC Arts Leadership Program, in collaboration with Visions and Voices, USC’s 
groundbreaking arts and humanities program, presents the Second Annual USC Arts 

Leadership Symposium. 
 
LOS ANGELES (April 6, 2015) – The USC Arts Leadership Program will host a free 
two-day leadership symposium event featuring a performance by spoken-word artist 
Marc Bamuthi Joseph, and a writing and performance workshop, also with Mr. Joseph. 
The symposium culminates in a conversation, hosted by Kenneth Foster, Director of the 
USC Arts Leadership Program with arts leaders from Los Angeles and around the world 
on the role of the arts in contemporary society. 
 
On Thursday, April 16, Marc Bamuthi Joseph, one of America’s vital voices, will 
perform The Spoken World, an interweaving of text and movement that journeys through 
African American fatherhood, planet hip hop and environmental justice in the U.S. and 
Africa. 
 
The following day features an inspiring interactive workshop, The Body Politic, with 
Bamuthi. Riffing off the work of visionary science-fiction writer Octavia Butler 
(Kindred, Dawn), Bamuthi will guide students through developing a text and movement 
piece based on their own writing. 
 
Later that day, following The Body Politic, an international panel of artists and arts 
leaders committed to social change and social justice will discuss how they got their start, 
the challenges of their work and what they see as the future of socially engaged art. 
Participants include Michael John Garces, artistic director of Cornerstone Theater 
Company (Los Angeles; Hector Flores, vocalist and musician with Las Cafeteras (Los 
Angeles); Panaibra Gabriel Canda, artistic director of CulturArte (Maputo, 
Mozambique); and Qudus Onikeku, artistic director of QDance Center (Lagos, Nigeria). 
 
 

### 



 
 

For calendar listings: 
 
Thursday, April 16, 2015 
 
The Spoken World 
A Performance by Marc Bamuthi Joseph 
Marc Bamuthi Joseph, one of America’s vital voices, will perform The Spoken World, an 
interweaving of text and movement that journeys through African American fatherhood, 
planet hip hop and environmental justice in the U.S. and Africa. 
7:00 p.m. 
Bovard Auditorium 
USC University Park campus 
Free admission 
RSVP required 
 
Friday, April 17, 2015 
 
The Body Politic: A Workshop with Marc Bamuthi Joseph 
Marc Bamuthi Joseph facilitates an interactive workshop. Riffing off the work of 
visionary science-fiction writer Octavia Butler (Kindred, Dawn), Bamuthi will guide 
students through developing a text and movement piece based on their own writing. 
10:00 a.m. 
Friends of the USC Libraries Lecture Hall, Doheny Memorial Library 240 
USC University Park campus 
Free admission 
RSVP required 
 
Engaging Community: Pathways to Social Change through Art  
An international panel of artists and arts leaders committed to social change and social 
justice will discuss how they got their start, the challenges of their work and what they 
see as the future of socially engaged art.  
1:00 p.m. 
The Rosen Family Theatre, Ronald Tutor Campus Center 227 
USC University Park campus 
Free admission 
RSVP required 
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ABOUT THE USC THORNTON SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
For more than 125 years, the USC Thornton School of Music has prepared students to 
excel as performers, composers, industry leaders, and educators on stages and in studios 



around the world. Founded in 1884 and today the oldest continually operating cultural 
institution in Los Angeles, USC Thornton is internationally recognized as one of the 
finest conservatories and music schools in the U.S. 
 
By blending the rigors of a traditional conservatory-style education with the benefits of a 
leading research university, USC Thornton offers a curriculum designed to prepare 
students for successful careers in the 21st century.  
 
Located in the heart of Los Angeles, USC Thornton offers students every advantage of 
studying, performing, and networking in the world’s most vibrant music industry center. 
Every week, students engage with leading professionals in all aspects of the music, 
recording, and entertainment industries, and collaborate with such pillar organizations as 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, LA Opera, Los Angeles Master Chorale, Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, Grammy Foundation and The Recording Academy. Thornton 
students are also a constant presence in local classrooms, helping to shape the next 
generation of musicians. 
 
 


