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Celebrating a Partnership: USC Thornton School of Music  
and Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra 

USC Thornton and LACO celebrate their educational and performance partnership with 
a series of events throughout the 2016-17 season.  

LOS ANGELES – When Jeffrey Kahane steps 
down from the podium at the end of this concert 
season, he will have served 20 years as the musical 
director of Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra 
(LACO).  
 
Kahane plans to remain a musical force in Los 
Angeles for years to come. When he leaves LACO, 
he will become a full-time Keyboard Studies 
professor at the USC Thornton School of Music, 
where he has taught part time since last year. 
 
To celebrate their longstanding partnership, which 
is a groundbreaking relationship between a 
professional ensemble and music school, USC 
Thornton and LACO will offer a series of 
performances and educational programs during Kahane’s final season. 
 
The music starts Oct.16 on the USC campus when USC Thornton and LACO will host 
renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma for a program of Haydn and Brahms. LACO concertmaster 
Margaret Batjer and principal cellist Andrew Shulman, both USC Thornton faculty 
members, will be featured in Haydn’s Trio No. 39 in G Major, “Gypsy.” Celebrated 
violist Pamela Frank, previously scheduled, has had to withdraw from the performance, 
which will be held in USC’s Bovard Auditorium.  
 
Thornton and LACO will come together again on Jan. 19 for an evening of performance 
and conversation focused on the legacy of composer Kurt Weill (“Mack the Knife,” 
“Moon of Alabama”). Kahane and violinist Daniel Hope will speak about Weill’s life 
prior to USC Thornton faculty, students and LACO musicians joining Kahane and Hope 
in a performance of Weill’s music. 

Jeffrey Kahane, music director of LACO and 
USC Thornton faculty member  
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The partnership between USC Thornton and LACO goes beyond performances. The 
LACO-USC Thornton Strings Mentorship Program will hold a mock orchestral audition 
on Oct. 31. The purpose of the program is to help prepare USC Thornton Strings students 
for professional careers. Every participating student will experience what it is like to 
audition for a spot in a professional orchestra. The audition also may lead to an 
opportunity for a student to be mentored by a LACO musician and perform with LACO 
in an upcoming concert. 
 

### 
 
EVENTS 
 
Yo-Yo Ma Plays Haydn and Brahms 
WHEN: Sunday, Oct. 16, 7:30 pm 
WHERE: Bovard Auditorium, 3551 Trousdale Pkwy, Los Angeles, CA 90089 
ADMISSION: Single tickets start at $90. For more information, contact the LACO Box 
Office at (213) 622-7001 or tickets@laco.org.  
 
LACO-USC Thornton Strings Mentorship Program: Mock Orchestral Audition 
WHEN: Monday, Oct. 31, 7:00 pm 
WHERE: Newman Recital Hall, 3616 Trousdale Pkwy, Los Angeles, CA 90089 
ADMISSION: Free. 
 
Forging “The Knife” — Kurt Weill Before Broadway 
WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 19, 8:00 pm 
WHERE: Newman Recital Hall, 3616 Trousdale Pkwy, Los Angeles, CA 90089 
ADMISSION: Free. Reservations required. RSVP at visionsandvoices.usc.edu. 
 
 

### 
 

About the USC Thornton School of Music 

For more than 125 years, the University of Southern California Thornton School of 
Music has prepared students to excel as performers, composers, industry leaders and 
educators on stages and in studios around the world. Founded in 1884 and today the 
oldest continually operating cultural institution in Los Angeles, USC Thornton is 
internationally recognized as one of the finest conservatories and music schools in the 
U.S. By blending the rigors of a traditional conservatory-style education with the benefits 
of a leading research university, USC Thornton offers a curriculum designed to prepare 
students for successful careers in the 21st century.  


