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30+ YEARS

20 YEARS

10 YEARS

IN RECOGNITION

Damien Elwood
Susan Lopez

Gordon La Cross 
Phillip Placenti 
Sharon Vang

Brent Anderson
Kit Bellamy 
Matthew Burmood 
Jeff de Caen 
Evan Calbi 
Krysta Close 
A. Phoenix Delgado 
Mayra Gallo 
Stuart Kessler 
Libby Kim 
Ligaya Lewis 
Marvin Munson 
Michelle Simonsen 
Job Springer 
Marek Zebrowski

Congratulations and thanks to the following dedicated staff :



SCHOLARS & AWARDS

RENAISSANCE SCHOLARS

DISCOVERY SCHOLARS 

Scholar distinction recognizes undergraduate students who have excelled in their studies while 
completing a major and a minor (or two majors) in widely disparate fields of study. The objec-
tive is to achieve breadth and depth in two widely separate fields of thought.

Tiffany Chen
Sina Karachiani *
Daniel Seaman
Clara Valenzuela
Shelby Wong

Sina Karachiani
Haley Perkins

*2020 prize winner

The Discovery Scholar distinction honors undergraduate students who excel in the classroom 
while demonstrating the ability to create exceptional new scholarship or artistic works in any 
major concentration offered at the University. 



PI KAPPA LAMBDA AWARDS

BACHELOR’S • JUNIOR

BACHELOR’S • SENIOR

MASTER’S 

DOCTORAL

Vivian Stover • Music Performance, 
Vocal Arts

Gwen Howard • Popular Music 
Performance

Jeff Frantom • Music Performance,
                                Studio Guitar

Malachai Bandy • Musicology
Isaac Friedhoff • Music Performance, Piano



ENSEMBLE AWARDS

THORNTON ORCHESTRA
Aaron Blick 
Noah Breneman
Juan-Salvador Carrasco
Svend Lykkegaard
Samuel Miller
Chris O'Brien

WIND ENSEMBLE
Francisco  Cisneros
Megan Dudek
Samantha Epp
Max Opferkuch
Sloan Quessenberry
Daniel Seaman

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Tiffany Chung
Yu-Ting Hsu
Soo Jin Kang
Sanhayea Song
Yaxin Tan
Roberta Yee

APOLLO CHOIR
Nirav Adunuthula 
Wen-Jian Huang
Yotsawan Meethongkum

UNIVERSITY CHORUS
Simon Blessenohl
Allison Ye

ORIANA CHOIR
Irene Chen
Alia Mourali

CONCERT CHOIR   
Preethi Chaudhari
Claire Redlaczyk

CHAMBER SINGERS  
Lance Howard Azusada
Sajani Raja
James Moursund

CLASSICAL GUITAR ENSEMBLE
Saro Babikian
Alex Park
Wesley Park

THORNTON EDGE
Nicholas Bentz
Max Opferkuch

BAROQUE SINFONIA
Sophie Mathieu
Yuhan Niu
Lara Urrutia
Clara Valenzuela

COLLEGIUM MUSICUM
Jae Hwan Kim
Rachelle Romero

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
Chandler Lawn
Svend Lyykegaard
Alexander Mansour
Adam Miller

CONCERT JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Lauren Ellis
Paul Nelson
 

JAZZ CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Matt Richards
Andre Sudol

The Ensemble Award is conferred by the director upon the student or students who have made 
the most significant contribution to the ensemble during the year.



ENSEMBLE AWARDS

JAZZ ORCHESTRA
Aaron Janik
Sam Reid

KEYBOARD STUDIES ENSEMBLE
Daniel Mangiaracino
John May

KEYBOARD COLLABORATIVE ARTS 
ENSEMBLE
John-Micah Braswell
Alex Lansburgh

OPERA
Powell Brumm
Vincentia Geraldine
Julia Gershkoff
Victoria Lawal

MUSIC PRODUCTION MOST VALUABLE 
COLLABORATOR 
Sophia Dion
Sophie Feldman
Johnny May
Greta Pasqua
Adam Yaron

MUSIC INDUSTRY ENTREPRENEUR
Carey Diaz
Morgan Roberts
Kristin Robinson

POPULAR MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Tipton Balady
Sophia Dion
Thomas Goldstein
Sawyer Ikeda
Rebecca Webster
Noah Zimmerman

TROJAN MARCHING BAND
Ivan Anquiano
Kai Bauer
Kyle McCollin
Skyy Rouse
Philania Williams

STUDIO GUITAR ENSEMBLE
Dylan Gorenberg

STRING CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Juan Salvador Carrasco
Allan Hon
Nao Kubota
Kevin Tsao
Misha Vayman

PERCUSSION CHAMBER MUSIC 
ENSEMBLE
Soojin Kang
Jonathan Wisner

BRASS CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Sophie Barnard
Cameron Holt
Svend Lykkegaard
Errol Rhoden

WOODWIND CHAMBER MUSIC
Francisco Cisneros
Samantha Epp
Emilia Lopez-Yanez
Evan Sanchez



SPECIAL AWARDS & PRIZES

COMPOSITION DEPARTMENT
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER AWARD
Nicholas Bentz
Ethan Moffitt

PETER DAVID FAITH ENDOWED 
MEMORIAL AWARD IN COMPOSITION 
Adeliia Faizullina
 Bolghar, for orchestra

JIMMY MCHUGH COMPOSITION PRIZE 
ENDOWED BY LUCILLE MEYERS 
Daniel Allas
 For What Appeared... 

for four performers

BRUCE ZALKIND MEMORIAL ENDOWED
MUSIC AWARD
Alex Chang
Espen Aas

SADYE J. MOSS ENDOWED MUSICAL 
COMPOSITION PRIZE
Ryan McWilliams
 The Really Short Songs, 

for two voices and ensemble

HANS J. SALTER ENDOWED MUSIC 
AWARD
Nina Shekhar
 Lumina, for orchestra

MITCHELL LURIE AWARD
Sergio Coehlo
Max Opferkuch
Ryan Toher

VINCE DEROSA MUSIC AWARD FOR 
FRENCH HORN
Daniel Seaman
Daniel Skib

STEPHEN MAXYM MEMORIAL MUSIC 
SCHOLARSHIP
Jaquain Sloan

ROBERT MARSTELLER MEMORIAL 
ENDOWED MUSIC AWARD
Megan Dudek
Dominic Diaz
Emily Handy

PRESSER GRADUATE MUSIC AWARD
Emily Thebaut

PRESSER UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLAR
Luca Mendoza

JOE AND ALICE HARNELL SCHOLAR FOR 
SCREEN SCORING
Austin Hammonds
Alexandra (AK) Kalinowski
Isaac Mailach

BETTY ROSE COLLABORATION AWARD
Austin Hammonds
Alexandra (AK) Kalinowski
Isaac Mailach

NATHANIEL ROSEN STRING PRIZE AND 
TRAVEL GRANT FUND
Cameron Audras

KANTER MUSIC INDUSTRY AWARD
Julia Craig & Natalie Lee
 Road To SXSW Tour 2020

Carey Diaz, Natalie Harwood, 
Morgan Roberts

Queer as Funk



OUTSTANDING BACHELOR OF ARTS
Lami Friebe, B.A.
Jason Lewis, B.A.

CHORAL MUSIC
Clara Valenzuela, B.A.
James Morsund, M.M.
Yewon Lee, D.M.A.

CLASSICAL GUITAR
Mak Grgić, Art.D.
Tomasz Fechner, D.M.A.

COMPOSITION   
Sophie Mathieu, B.M.
Lucy McKnight, B.M.
Nicholas Bentz, M.M.
Nina Shekhar, M.M.

JAZZ STUDIES   
Ethan Chilton, B.M.
Beau Cornelius, M.M.
 
 
KEYBOARD STUDIES   
Tiffany Chen, B.M.
Katelyn Vahala, M.M.
Duc Ngoc Vu, G. Cert.
Joshua Tan, D.M.A.

MUSIC INDUSTRY   
Marissa Fitzgerald, B.S.

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
Cyrus Elia, B.M.

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

MUSIC TEACHING AND LEARNING
Katelyn Matson, M.M.
Tomasz Fechner, D.M.A.

EARLY MUSIC
David Morales, M.A.

ORGAN
Yuhan Niu, M.M.

POPULAR MUSIC
Jack Ingram, B.M.
Greta Pasqua, B.M.

STRINGS   
Taeguk Mun, M.M.
Mann-Wen Lo, D.M.A.

STUDIO GUITAR
Jeffrey Frantom, M.M.

VOCAL ARTS   
Peter Barber, M.M.
Irena Preda, G. Cert. 
Melissa Treinkman, D.M.A.

WINDS & PERCUSSION   
Noah Breneman, M.M.
Adam Floyd, M.M.
Fatima Trives Escolano, G. Cert.
Yasmina Spiegelberg, Art. D.
Beth Mitchell, D.M.A.
Matthew  Reynolds, D.M.A.

The Departmental Award is conferred by the faculty upon those students at each academic 
level who have been judged to be the department or program’s outstanding graduates.



SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS

BRANDON MEHRLE SERVICE AWARD

Tomasz Fechner

Phillip Placenti

Bob Mintzer
Lynn Helding 

Frank Ticheli 
Bernadene Blaha

Richard Smith
William Kanengiser 

DEAN’S FACULTY AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

DEAN’S FACULTY AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

STAFF RECOGNITION AWARD

In recognition of individuals who have shown extraordinary support for the USC Thornton 
School of Music through a commitment of energy and professional expertise.

In recognition of extraordinary dedication and commitment to the USC Thornton School of Music.

DEAN’S FACULTY AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE



OUTSTANDING GRADUATES 2020

Tehillah Alphonso, Popular Music
                                        Performance

Nina Shekhar, Composition

Mak Grgić, Classical Guitar 
                            Performance

Tomasz Fechner, Classical Guitar
     Performance

Joshua Tan, Piano Performance

Lori Custodero, Music Education 

BACHELOR’S

MASTER’S 

ARTISTIC DIPLOMA

DOCTORAL

OUTSTANDING ALUMNUS



SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS

   

Established in 1971, the Ramo Music Faculty Award is conferred by the faculty and students upon 
a faculty member in recognition of outstanding contribution to music and education, to the USC 
Thornton School of Music and University of Southern California, and to Humanity.

    
 

THE RAMO MUSIC FACULTY AWARD

The 2020 award is conferred upon
Patrice Rushen






