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PROCLAMATION

Sing Choirs of the World!
May your voices spring
there where fire burns.

May your songs put roses
there where battlefields lay.
Open furrow and sow love
to harvest fruits of hope.

Sing to liberty where despots rule,
Sing to equality where poverty nests,

Sing to love where hate prevails.
May your singing direct the world

so that peace takes over wars,
so that all will cherish Earth,

so that all race or color discrimination is banished so that we will be 
together as sisters and brothers so that this planet rejoices with your voices.



USC THORNTON CHOR AL ENSEMBLES

Chamber Singers

Tram Sparks, conductor • Connor Scott, associate conductor

Concert Choir

Cristian Grases, conductor • Shijia Ye, associate conductor

Apollo Chorus

Michael Raleigh, lead conductor
Duncan Tuomi & Elaine Kong, associate conductors

Oriana Choir

Ali Sandweiss Hodges, lead conductor
Hyejin Jung & Phoebe J. Rosquist, associate conductors

University Chorus

Ann Chen, lead conductor • Han-Ah Park, associate conductor

COLL ABOR ATIVE PIANIS T S:

Matthew Harikian • Cathy Yang • Connor Scott • Timothy Peterson • Elaine Lin

D E C E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 3  •  7 : 3 0  P M  •  B O V A R D  A U D I T O R I U M

Flash photography, video recording, and audio recording 
are strictly prohibited. Please silence all mobile phones. 

Due to safety considerations, audience members are not 
allowed backstage prior to or following the performance. 

WINTER GALA



PROGRAM

TRADITIONAL CAROLS

FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN (1732-1809)

TRADITIONAL CAROLS
arr. Gary Fry (b. 1955)

HYO-WON WOO (b. 1974)
CHING-JU SHIH (b. 1967) 
ANDREJS JANSONS (1938-2022)    
MARK THOMAS (1956-2023)
TRADITIONAL SESOTHO HYMN

arr. Michael Barrett (b. 1983)

JAMES PIERPONT (1822-1893)
arr. Reginald Unterseher (b. 1956)

RANDALL THOMPSON (1899-1984)
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH CAROL

arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)

TRADITIONAL GOSPEL SPIRITUAL
arr. Paul Caldwell (b. 1963)

& Sean Ivory (b. 1969)

Prelude of Carols
USC THORNTON BRASS QUINTET

& TROMBONE CHOIR
Terry S. Cravens, conductor

"Achieved is the Glorious Work"
from The Creation

USC THORNTON TROMBONE CHOIR
Terry S. Cravens, conductor

USC Holiday Cheer Medley
USC THORNTON CHORAL ARTISTS

& INSTRUMENTALISTS
Emily Sung, conductor

Alleluia
When The World Quiets Down
Ai, Nama Mamina
Ave Maris Stella
Tshela Moya / Ke nna yo Morena
USC THORNTON CONCERT CHOIR

Jingle Bells (Audience sing-along)
USC THORNTON CHORAL ARTISTS 

& INSTRUMENTALISTS
Emily Sung, conductor

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
The Boar's Head Carol

Sean Natarajan, Charlie Richardson,
Percy Zhou, soloists

Children, Go Where I Send Thee
USC THORNTON APOLLO CHORUS 

— 10 MINUTE INTERMISSION —



GUSTAV HOLST (1874-1934)
arr. Seb Skelly

ERIN PROPP
arr. Absalon Figueroa

TRADITIONAL ZULU SONG
arr. University of Pretoria

Youth Choir & Tova Olson

SAMMY CAHN & JUNE STYNE
arr. Seb Skelly

UKRAINIAN FOLK SONG
arr. Phoebe J. Rosquist

YIDDISH FOLK SONG
arr. Ali Sandweiss Hodges

SUFI MELODY
arr. Shireen Abu-Khader

& André de Quadros

THOMAS OLIPHANT (1799-1873)
arr. Reginald Unterseher (b. 1956)

GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL (1685-1759)
arr. Michael Rondeau (b. 1948)

MARGARET BONDS (1913-1972)

HYO-WON WOO (b. 1974)
ANTONIO CARLOS JOBIM (1927-1994)

arr. Kerry Marsh

HEBREW FOLKSONG
arr. Neil Ginsberg (b. 1969)

VIA OLATUNJI & WENDELL WHALUM
arr. Barrington Brooks

FRANZ XAVER GRUBER (1787-1863)
arr. Shawn Kirchner

In the Bleak Midwinter
USC THORNTON BRASS QUINTET

The Frost

Hlonolofatsa
USC THORNTON UNIVERSITY CHORUS

Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!
USC THORNTON BRASS QUINTET

Shchedrïk: Carol of the Lark

Chiribim Chiribom

Adinu
Maheen Haseeb, soloist

USC THORNTON ORIANA CHOIR

Deck the Hall (Audience sing-along)
USC THORNTON CHORAL ARTISTS

& INSTRUMENTALISTS
Duncan Tuomi, conductor

"And the Glory of the Lord" &
"For Unto Us a Child is Born"

from Messiah
"Mary Had a Little Baby"

from The Ballad of the Brown King
Ashleigh Conner, Zineb Fikri, soloists

"Cum Sancto Spiritu" from Gloria
Corcovado
USC THORNTON CHAMBER SINGERS

Hine Ma Tov

Betelehemu
Ashleigh Conner, Maheen Haseeb,
Hannah McDonnel, soloists
Duncan Tuomi, conductor

Silent Night
Emily Sung, conductor

USC THORNTON CHORAL ARTISTS
& INSTRUMENTALISTS



TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS
CHING-JU SHIH
When the World Quiets Down

When the world quiets down,
nostalgia rises to call forth memories of you.
The wind howls outside the window.
And the stars gleam and glint in the dark.
When the world quiets down,
I wake in the dark of night, thinking of you.
 
I cannot sleep in the dark of night, because I 
am thinking of you.
I think about the trail where we walked hand 
in hand, together.
The field bank fireflies lit by their light,
The bamboo forest, thick fog and hillside.
And the stream that whispered gently to us.
When the world quiets down.

ANDREJS JANSONS 
Ai, Nama Mamina

Oh, Mistress of the house, let me inside.
Mummers have arrived by the wagonload,
Hide the awls, hide the brushes,
The crowds of mummers are stealthy folks.
I won’t steal your awls or needles.
I’ll steal your brush; I’ll need that
To brush the mummer children’s hair.
Kaladu, kaladu!

MARK THOMAS
Ave Maris Stella

Ave Maris Stella

Hail, Star of the Sea,
Loving Mother of God,
And Virgin immortal,
Heaven’s blissful portal!

Receiving that “Ave”
From the mouth of Gabriel,
Reversing the name of “Eva,”
Establish us in peace.

Break the chains of sinners,
Bring light to the blind,
Drive away our evils,
And ask for all good things.

Show thyself to be a mother,
That, through thee,
He may accept our prayers,
He who, born for us, 
Chose to be your Son.

O incomparable Virgin,
Meek above all others,
Make us, freed from our faults,
Meek and chaste.

Keep our life pure,
Make our journey safe,
So that, seeing Jesus,
We may rejoice together forever.

Let there be praise to God the Father,
And glory to Christ the most High,
And to the Holy Spirit,
And to the Three be one honor. Amen.



arr. MICHAEL BARRETT
Tshela moya / Ke nna yo Morena

Pour the Holy Spirit down upon us
Lord, Messiah
My eyes are like arrows
fight for the Lord
Here I am Lord
I am the one who came

RANDALL THOMPSON
Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening

Whose woods these are I think I know.   
His house is in the village though;   
He will not see me stopping here   
To watch his woods fill up with snow.   

My little horse must think it queer   
To stop without a farmhouse near   
Between the woods and frozen lake   
The darkest evening of the year.   

He gives his harness bells a shake   
To ask if there is some mistake.   
The only other sound’s the sweep   
Of easy wind and downy flake.   

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,   
But I have promises to keep,   
And miles to go before I sleep,   
And miles to go before I sleep.

arr. PAUL CALDWELL &
SEAN IVORY
Children, Go Where I Send Thee

Children, go where I send thee
How shall I send thee?

I'm gonna send thee one by one
One for the little bitty baby
The baby boy born in Bethlehem

Children, go…

I'm gonna send thee two by two
Two for Paul and Silas
One for the little bitty baby
The baby boy born in Bethlehem

Children, go…

I'm gonna send thee six by six
Six for the days when the world was fixed
Five for the bread they did divide
Four for the Gospel writers
Three for the Hebrew children
Two for Paul and Silas
One for the little bitty baby
The baby boy born in Bethlehem

Children, go…

I’m gonna send thee twelve by twelve
Twelve for the twelve disciples
‘Leven of ‘em singin’ in heaven
Ten for the ten commandments
Nine for the angels choirs divine
Eight for the eight the flood couldn’t take
Seven for the day God laid down his head
Six for the six when the world was fixed
Five for the bread they did divide
Four for the Gospel writers
Three for the Hebrew children
Two for Paul and Silas
One for the little bitty baby
The baby boy born in Bethlehem

Children, go where I send thee!



ERIN PROPP
arr. ABSALON FIGUEROA

The Frost

The frost beckoned me out of my bed
the damp night had ushered it in. 

I threw my woolen sheets down to the floor 
and I welcomed the winter song in. 

The snowshoes buckled upon my feet
I waded the snow sea to sing.

And it all came clear inside of my mind
that the summer had been colder than spring. 

You came out of the woods when I called you. 
You came out of the woods when I called you. 

The summer had melted my pride and my will
And it hardened my heart like a stone. 

Now this winter it blew with the north wind a chill
and awakened a love from of old. 

I said, “What am I, Lord, to see such a frost?
Not a good deed since I’d left my bed.”

And I trode along just a singing this song
and the frost made a crown for my head. 

You came out of the woods when I called you. 
You came out of the woods when I called you. 

You saved my soul, you saved my soul. 
Hallelujah, you saved my soul. 

The frost came down, my hair was a crown.
Hallelujah, you came when I called you. 
You came out of the woods when I called you.

arr. UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA 
YOUTH CHOIR & TOVA OLSON
Hlonolofatsa

Yo yo yo bless iyo
Bless iyo
Bless in the name of the father.

arr. PHOEBE J. ROSQUIST
Shchedrïk: Carol of the Lark

Faintly a song floats through the dark,
Open the door, in flies a lark
Singing to you, trilling a song
Calling you out into the dawn:
“May the new year fill you with cheer; 
All that live here need never fear.
Yon will the lambs follow their dams,
Wooly and white, grazing the land.
Sunshine and rain fall on the field
Swelling with grain; sweet golden yield
On to the mill, grinding for bread;
Ev’ryone full, ev’ryone fed.
Everyone shall have a happy new year.
There by your side, joy of your life,
Dark-eyed and kind, your loving wife.”

arr. ALI SANDWEISS HODGES
Chiribim, Chiribom

Let us sing, children, a song together
A little tune, a cheerful one with words 
that rhyme.
Mother cooks a noodle soup with 
dumplings and porridge.
Come the holiday Purim, we’ll still be 
playing dreydl.

Once our rabbi was walking about
When all of a sudden it started to rain.
Our rabbi shouted to the clouds, “stop 
pouring water!”
All the people are out drinking but only the 
rabbi is wet!

One says that only fools make up the 
village of Khelem
If we were clever, we would have beautiful 
faces
I hear they only laugh at night, these 
bandits
Well, tell me who is foolish - we are all 
foolish!



GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL
arr. MICHAEL RONDEAU
"And the Glory of the Lord" &
"For Unto Us a Child is Born"
from Messiah

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: 
and the government shall be upon His 
shoulder: 
and His Name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace!

MARGARET BONDS
"Mary Had a Little Baby" from The 
Ballad of the Brown King

Mary had a little baby,
Jesus, that was His name.
All the world became much brighter
When little Jesus, the Christ-child, came.

That was in a lowly manger,
Outside the night was cold.
But within that lowly manger,
Behold how warm His love is;
Oh, behold!

Mary had a little baby,
In the night a bright star shone.
I, so lost, so lost and lonely,
Nevermore, nevermore,
Nevermore shall be alone.

Mary had a little baby,
Jesus, that was His name.
All the world became much brighter
When little Jesus, the Christ-child, came.

HYO-WON WOO
"Cum Sancto Spiritu" from Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace
to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks
for your great glory,
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, Amen.

ANTONIO CARLOS JOBIM
arr. KERRY MARSH
Corcovado

Quiet nights of quiet stars,
quiet chords from my guitar
floating on the silence that surrounds us.
Quiet thoughts and quiet dreams,
quiet walks by quiet streams
and a window looking on the mountains 
and the sea, how lovely.

This is where I want to be.
Here, here with you so close to me
until that final flicker of life’s ember.

I, who was lost and lonely,
believing life was only a bitter, tragic joke
have found in you the meaning of 
existence,
Oh my love.



PERSONNEL

INSTRUMENTALISTS

Lauren Breen
Ryan Cheung
Paulina Delgadillo
Kana Funayama
Skylar Funk
David Lee
Elad Navon
David Ramirez
Marcos Salgado
Preston Spisak
Yafeu Tyhimba

TROMBONE CHOIR

Pablo Castro
Sean Cooney
Terry Cowley
Rocky Fox
Alex Melzer
Alicia Miller
Kevin Truong
Raymundo Vizcarra

BRASS QUINTET

Logan Anderson
Stephen Hannan
Amy Millesen
Abraham Murillo
Derek Zimmerman

oboe
violin
harp
percussion
saxophone
percussion
clarinet
flute
percussion
timpani
bass

trombone
trombone
trombone
trombone
trombone
trombone
bass trombone
trombone

trumpet
trombone
trumpet
horn in F
tuba



THE CHORAL ARTISTS

ORIANA CHOIR

Zara Ahmed
Amanda Ang
Autumn Blackford
Rebecca Carlson
Ruoqi Chen
Nicole Colvett
Naomi Cowan
Lexi Cruz
Chantal T.E Wittrock
Valerie Fang
Audrey Guo
Debroah Ho
Gwendoline Hoch
Ali Sandweiss Hodges
Delaney Rose Holland
Amelia Horney
Hyejin Jung
Satwika Vemuri Naga Kaivalya
Michelle Kardos
Himani Ketkar
Eva Kracht
Bowen Leng
Yueyan Liu
Jia Lyu
Kaaya Minocha
Lily Morse
Udo Okororie
Veronica Camille Ratliff
Phoebe J. Rosquist
Sharon Salgado Martínez
Tess Sanford
Leah Seldon
Allie Y Song
Avantika Swaminathan
Jiamu Tao
Indulekha Tharun
Brooklyn Torphy
Lyra Wang
Grace Zhang
Wen Zhou

APOLLO CHORUS

Carlos Anguiano
Ted Ao
Thomas Bittencourt
Monty Boxer
Ruben Chavarria
Denton Cohen
Joshua Elizalde
Roberto (Tino) Garcia Gross
Cal Geib
Schuylar Henry
Lolu Ijidakinro
David Johnson 
Henry Keogh
Nidhi Kumar
Kyndred  Lewis
Aurora Liu
Tyler Milliren
Alexis Morales Mendiola
Sean  Natarajan 
Andy Nguyen
Victor Perez
Chris Qu
Rohit Ramachandran
Charlie  Richardson 
Will Rosemurgy
Joan Ruiz 
Lucca Salazar
Yidu Sun
Hoangnha Vo
Violet Wang
Harrison Weinberg
Zach Whalen
Evan Williams
Daniel Young
Richard Zhang
Percy Zhou



THE CHORAL ARTISTS

UNIVERSITY CHORUS

Nicole Aaberg
Ryann Anderson
Rita Barakat
Sophia Caesar
Lauren Elizabeth Campbell
Yvonne Carrick
Grace Chang
Ann Chen
Catherine Chen
Ryan Cheung
Aurora Contreras-Piñera
Trinity Ezedi
Micangelo Ferrante
Arthur Filppu
Natalie Gibson
Daniel Ha
Raquel Haddad
David Hernandez
Lina Hisada
C. Maxfield Hohn
Laura Hough
Magdalen Y. Hron
Silpa Karipineni
Abigail Kim
Kayla Kim
Tian Lam
Brian Lee
Edward Lee
Ryan Lee
Wenyi Li
Xiaojia Ma
Tanner McConlogue
Dora Meiwes
Lexi Melideo

Wanqi (Fern) Miao
Baltej Miglani
Lindsey Miller
Sophia Mostowy
Jayna Myers
Cherisse Yanit Nadal
Madison Olea
Han-Ah Park
Neil Pereira
Mukundi Ramaite
Camila Salmeron
Sarah Schornstein
Aviv Shai
Wenxuan She
Shawn Shih
Carol Silaghi
Shangxi Sun
Wanyi Tang
Ziyi Tang
Chloe Villamayor
Jingrui Wang
Jennica Wragg 
Aren Wright
Yijin Xiang
Victoria Xie
Emily Yang
Yinuo Ying
Hyun Yoon
Clara Yoshihara
Tina Yuan
Selina Zhang
Sissi Zhang
Naying Zhou



THE CHORAL ARTISTS

CONCERT CHOIR

Chelsea Ackman
Kobe Almeida
Logan Anderson
Brianna Birkel
Ella Blain
Ryan Bohn
Natalie Bradley
Abigail Bridgeman
David Cerna
Dwaipayan Chanda
Rubí Chavez
Tzu-Han, Ann Chen
Bartholomew Chu
Aileen Conner
Miranda Couch
Colin Cunningham
Kellie Cunningham
Caleb Dehn
Luc Eldridge
Ayanda Fuzane
Chang Gao
Ajani Harris
Elysa Hernandez
Hsin-Yu Hung
Brihi Joshi

Phineas Kelly
Lindsay LaFollette
Steven Lepe
Ryan Liddy
Daniel Mangiaracino
Liam McCarthy
Tyler Milliren
Nnenna Onwe
Rye Ragone
Karah Rhoades
Phoebe J. Rosquist
Camila Ruiz
Saanjhi Shahdadpuri
Ariene Smith
Benjamin Thai
Kristine Thompson
Yafeu Tyhimba
Yanqing Wang
Leverett Wilson
William Zhao Wilson
Isaac Yamamoto
Catherine (Jianing) Yang
Shuhan Yang
Shijia Ye
Joyce Zhang

CHAMBER SINGERS

Ryann Anderson
Collin Boothby
Marisa Bradfield
Marielle Brady
Giulia Bratosin
David Cerna
Wai Hei (Ryan) Cheung
Ashleigh Conner
Amelia Cruz
Rosie Ding
Joshua Feldman
Zineb Fikri
Evan Fox
Skylar Funk
David Gorsage
Matthew Han
Maheen Haseeb
Jaxson Hill
Kayla Kim
Olivia Knowles
Elaine Kong
Sawyer Lazar
Daniel Leese
Lily Lochhead
Victoria Lowe
Hannah McDonnel
Adrian Melendrez
Kenleonard Oparaji
Han-Ah Park
Derrick Pough Jr
Andrew Powell
Michael Raleigh
Carlos Ramirez
Julia Ruddy
Ali Sandweiss Hodges
Connor Scott
Kaitlyn Son
Theo Trevisan
Duncan Tuomi
Kathrina Welborn
Adam White
Jason Yang
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FLORA L. THORNTON ADMINISTRATION
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A. Phoenix Delgado, Associate Dean for Advancement
Joanna Demers, Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs
Brian Head, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 
Phillip Placenti, Associate Dean for Admission and Student Affairs  
Ronald C. McCurdy, Assistant Dean of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Rotem Gilbert, Vice Dean, Division of Research and Scholarly Studies
Cristian Grases, Vice Dean, Division of Classical Performance and Composition
Sean Holt, Vice Dean, Division of Contemporary Music 
Job Springer, Doctoral Advisor, Thornton Student Affairs
Viet Bui, Director of Student Affairs
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Evan Calbi, Director of Communications 
Heather Pio Roda, Head of Production and Events
Tori Nagle, Senior Production Coordinator
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Tram Sparks, Chair and Associate Professor of Practice
Cristian Grases, Professor
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Suzi Digby, Adjunct Professor
Jennifer Ellis Kampani, Adjunct Instructor in Early Music
Troy Quinn, Part-Time Lecturer in Conducting
Steve Rothstein, Lecturer
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Ann Chen
Ali Sandweiss Hodges
Michael Raleigh
Connor Scott
Duncan Tuomi
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USC THORNTON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT OF
CHORAL & SACRED MUSIC DONORS

We gratefully acknowledge the following individuals who have made contributions to the USC Thornton 
Department of Choral and Sacred Music since July 1, 2018.

Please contact the USC Thornton Office of Advancement at (213) 740-6474 if you would like more 
information on how to contribute to the USC Thornton Department of Choral and Sacred Music.
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Andrea Barrocak
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John Michael Boyle
Jennifer and Donald Brinegar
Ellen Brock and Lawrence Kaptein
Robert E. Brooks
Sean Daugherty
Elizabeth Molly Flier
Ada D. Gates
Carol and Ilan Glasman
Lisa Hane and Hugh Rienhoff
Lisa H. Harrington
Kathleen Hartley
Tamara and Mark Hatwan
Dr. Carl W. Haywood
Dr. Stephanie Henry
Gib and Peggy Hentschke
Barbara A. and Wayne Hirabayashi
Nancy and James Holland
Alvin Hughes
Dr. Buddy Oscar James
Young Lee-Ko and Seungseop Ko
Dr. Yewon Lee and Daniel Lee
L'Etoile Apparel
Dr. Iris Sue Levine and Lesili Beard
Hazel and James Lord

Dr. Stanley R. McDaniel
Patricia and John McIntyre
Mary and Donald Miller
Ann F. Mohrbacher
Shirley and John G. Morgan
Kimberly and Douglas Nason
Mr. David Noble
Christine Marie Ofiesh
Peter and Masha Plotkin Memorial Foundation
Anthony H. Pasqua
Thomas B. Ringland
Kenneth D. Sanson, Jr. Estate
Rose F. Sapia
Margaret and Christopher Saranec
Virginia Sato and Raymond Bates
Mary and Jo-Michael Scheibe
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Virginia and Thomas Somerville
Christian D. Stendel
Toni and Nick Strimple
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TEXT-TO-GIVE OR SCAN THE CODE

Make a gift to support Thornton Choral scholarships and programs:

1. Use your phone's messaging app by entering number 41444

2. Text the word CHORAL

3. A message will appear: "Thanks for supporting USC. Click here to complete:" 

4. Tap the link below this message

5. Complete the form to submit your gift. Thank you!




